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A B S T R A C T Immunohistological and elution studies
of the human placenta revealed the presence of IgG on
the trophoblastic basement membrane (TBM) which
demonstrated specificity for placental but not lung, thy-
roid, or kidney basement membranes, suggesting the
presence of a placenta-specific antigen in TBM. IgG
comprised the bulk of immunoglobulin in eluates, and
small amounts of IgA, trace amounts of IgM, but no
IgE or IgD were identified in eluates. The distribution
of IgG subclasses in eluate was not unusual as com-
pared to maternal and neonatal sera, and Gmand Inv
typing of eluates indicated that it was of maternal origin.
Small amounts of eluate-IgG effectively inhibited the
blastogenic response of unrelated lymphocytes to old
tuberculin, phytohemagglutinin, and in one- or two-way
mixed lymphocyte culture reactions. The inhibition was
distinct from nonspecific inhibitors, and dose-response
analysis indicated that eluate was very much more potent
as an inhibitor than were the nonspecific inhibitors. In-
hibition was shown to not be due to anti-HL-A activity,
and was probably not due to aggregated IgG or immune
complexes. Binding of eluate to lymphocytes was very
loose as shown by washing experiments, and no binding
could be shown by immunofluorescence. The capacity of
eluate IgG to inhibit MLCwas retained after pepsin di-
gestion to F(ab')2, suggesting that the inhibition reac-
tions were immunological. It is suggested that eluate-
IgG is maternal blocking antibody to a hitherto uncharac-
terized trophoblast antigen, and it is speculated that
either abnormal antigen or aberrant responses to antigen
could result in fetal wastage.

Received for publication 28 February 1974 and in revised
form 3 June 1974.

INTRODUCTION

Propagation of the human species relies upon the bio-
logical grafting of the placenta to the maternal uterus
during pregnancy and the uninterrupted contiguity of
this homograft until delivery of the child. Billingham
(1) has suggested that a great deal could be learned
about transplantation if the mechanisms responsible for
a successful placental graft were understood, and Meda-
war (2) has put forward several reasons for believing
that these mechanisms are immunological. This concept
has gained broad popular support, and Beer and Billing-
ham (3) have recently reviewed most of the experimental
work concerning immunobiological aspects of mam-
malian reproduction.

Mothers produce both humoral and cell-mediated im-
munity (CMI)' to fetal (paternal) and placental antigens
during pregnancy. They produce antibodies to some pro-
teins in fetal serum such as Gm(4) and Inv antigens (5),
and their responses to erythrocyte and leukocyte antigens
are well known. Rocklin, Zuckerman, Alpert, and David
(6) have demonstrated CMI to neonatal lymphocytes by
maternal lymphocytes using the macrophage migration-
inhibition-factor (MIF) assay, and very similar results
have been observed when maternal lymphocytes are incu-
bated with placental antigens (7). There have been con-
flicting reports as to whether or not maternal CMI is

1 Abbreviations used in this paper: CMI, cell-mediated
immunity; FITC, fluorescein isothiocyanate; Ig, immuno-
globulins; LALI, lymphocyte antibody lympholytic inter-
action; MIF, migration-inhibition factor; MLC, mixed-
lymphocyte culture; NHS, normal human serum; 0. T.,
old tuberculin; PBS, phosphate-buffered saline; PEG, poly-
ethylene glycol; PHA, phytohemagglutinin; TBM, tropho-
blastic basement membrane.
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depressed during pregnancy (8, 9), but Ceppellini et al.
(10) have shown a degree of selective unresponsiveness
between maternal and neonatal lymphocytes. The role
of serum blocking factors to CMI reactions also seems
to be important in pregnancy because such factors have
been identified in both maternal (11, 12) and neonatal
(13) plasma as well as in extracts of certain placental
glycoproteins (14). These factors can block both mixed-
lymphocyte-culture (MLC) and MIF reactions (15).

Our investigations have focused on the human pla-
centa as this is the principal site of contact and exchange
in the maternofetal relationship (16). Antigens in human
placentas are not well characterized. There is evidence
that trophoblastic basement membranes (TBM) are
antigenically similar to glomerular basement membrane,
and common antigens are demonstrable in the mitochon-
drial and microsomal fractions of trophoblasts and renal
proximal tubular epithelium (3).

Sensitization of maternal lymphocytes to placental
antigens during pregnancy suggests that placentas may
produce organ-specific antigens, and the removal of
toxic properties from antitrophoblast serum by absorp-
tion with lymphocytes (17) suggests that there may be
antigens common to trophoblasts and lymphocytes.
HL-A antigens have been reported to be present on
trophoblasts in vitro (18), but it has been suggested that
these antigens are masked in vivo (19).

Direct immunohistological evidence that the placenta
may be a site of immunological activity in humans was
presented by McCormick et al. (20) when they demon-
strated IgG, complement, and fibrinogen on TBM. They
were able to elute IgG from TBM, and such placental
eluates have been subsequently shown to inhibit several
blastogenic reactions by human lymphocytes in culture
(21-25). The purpose of the present paper is to present
the results of our immunological studies of immuno-
globulins (Ig) on TBM of human placentas, as these
seem to represent clear evidence of immunological reac-
tions occurring within placentas. The results of these
investigations suggest a concept that has not been hith-
erto considered in the immunobiology of pregnancy in
humans.

METHODS
Tissues. 20 normal full-term placentas were studied.

These were obtained immediately upon delivery and were
perfused with chilled Krebs' saline. Blocks of tissues were
obtained from the midportion of the central cotyledon and
quick-frozen in a mixture of solid CO2 and acetone, and 4-
,m sections for immunofluorescence studies were cut in a
cryostat.

Elution of tissues. Each placenta was minced into small
squares not exceeding 1.0 cm2 and washed repeatedly by
stirring with phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) at 5°C until
the washings were protein-free as judged by optical density
readings at 280 nm in a spectrophotometer. The washed
material was then placed in at least a 2-vol excess of pre-

warmed 0.1 M citric acid buffer, pH 2.7, at 370C for 1 h.
The pH was monitored throughout the elution procedure
and additional citric acid was added as required to main-
tain a pH value of 2.7. The solution was then centrifuged
at 2,000 rpm for 30 min at 5 °C and the supernate was
decanted and readjusted to pH 7.4 with solid Tris. Eluates
were concentrated by ultrafiltration, redialyzed against
PBS, and stored at -20'C until use.

Antisera. Antisera to human Ig classes were obtained
through the courtesy of the WHOInternational Reference
Centre for Immunoglobulins, Lausanne, Switzerland, and
the WHOInternational Reference Centre for Autoimmune
disorders, London. The Autoimmune Centre also provided
antisera to IgG subclasses, specificity checks for which have
been previously reported (26). An anti-normal human
serum (NHS) was prepared by the immunization method
of the Medical Research Council (27). Antisera used in
the Gmand Inv typing have been previously described (28).

Techniques. Standard methods were used in all cases.
This is true for immunoelectrophoresis, Ouchterlony test-
ing, Mancini single-radial diffusion analysis (29), IgG sub-
class typing (26), Gmand Inv typing (28), DEAE-cellu-
lose chromatography, and pepsin hydrolysis (29). Antisera
were labeled with fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC) by a
dialysis technique (30), chromatographed with DEAE-
cellulose (31), and subjected to staining reactions and
specificity checks as previously described (32). Sections
were examined by using transmitted light from a halogen
lamp and FITC-interference filters in a Reichert micro-
scope. Tests of solubility in polyethylene glycol (PEG)
were done according to Creighton, Lambert, and Miescher
(33).

Lymphocytes were obtained by Ficoll-Hypaque flotation
and one-way MLC reactions (34) consisted of 5 X 10' re-
sponding and an equal number of mitomycin-treated stimu-
lator lymphocytes in 1.0 m TC 199 medium with HEPES
buffer. Penicillin, streptomycin, and 20% cell-free serum
obtained from pooled human AB sera were added to the cul-
ture medium. The same medium was used for two-way
MLC reactions and blastogenic tests with old tuberculin
(0. T.) and phytohemagglutinin (PHA). Preliminary
dose-response experiments were done to determine optimum
amounts of 0. T. and PHA, and thereafter all test samples
were cultured in triplicate. After 96 h of culture (PHA)
2 ,Ci of tritiated thymidine were added and the cultures
harvested 16-18 h later. Cultures with 0. T. were grown
120 h and then pulsed 10 h with tritiated thymidine (10).
The lymphocytes were treated with trichloroacetic acid,
solubilized, and counted in a liquid scintillation spectrom-
eter. Results are expressed in counts per minute plus-or-
minus the standard error of the mean.

The lymphocyte antibody lympholytic interaction (LALI)
assay was performed according to the technique described by
Trinchieri, Bernoco, Curtoni, Miggiano, and Ceppellini (35).
5"Cr-labeled lymphocytes (2 X 10') are incubated I h at
room temperature with inactivated placenta eluates and then
peripheral blood lymphocytes (106) from a normal donor
are added. After an additional 4-h incubation at 37°C,
specific 51Cr release is measured and expressed in counts
per minute over spontaneous release.

RESULTS

Immunohistological studies
Results of experiments using immunofluorescence on

cryostat sections of fresh, perfused, human placentas
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FIGURE 1 Immunoelectrophoresis of placental eluate and of
antibody to placental eluate. (a) Top well contained un-
fractionated eluate, second well contained DEAE-cellulose-
prepared IgG from eluate, trough filled with anti-NHS.
(b) Bottom two wells contained NHS, trough filled with
rabbit anti-eluate.

confirmed the results of McCormick et al. (20). Conju-
gates of antisera to IgG routinely stained the TBM. The
staining was not seen in all villi, and the pattern was
granular and smooth with some areas of TBM being
more intensively stained than others. Anti-IgG conju-
gates also stained some areas of fibrinoid necrosis al-
though the bulk of the fluorescence in each microscopic
field was due to TBMstaining. The eluates stained ho-
mologous placentas but did not stain basement mem-
branes of lung, thyroid, or kidney.

Immunochemical studies

QUALITATIVE STUDIES OF ELUATE

Immunoelectrophoresis of placental eluates against
anti-NHS revealed IgG precipitation with occasional
eluates giving bands of precipitation about the well and
rarely in the beta region (Fig. la). Results of double-
diffusion Ouchterlony analysis are given in Table I.
The addition of 3% PEG to agar did not change the
number of positive results for any of the antisera ex-
cept fibrinogen. In this case, the number of positive
samples was changed from 40 to 100%. Ouchterlony
analysis generally confirmed the results obtained by
immunofluorescence and precipitation was never ob-
served when eluate was diffused against serum from the
mother, pooled adult or fetal sera, or Cohn fraction II.

QUANTITATIVE STUDIES OF ELUATE

The amount of IgG in placental eluates varied from
1.26 to 6.07 mg/ml and the yields per placenta ranged
from 17.25 to 63.57 mg. The average value for IgG for
all eluates was 3.78 mg/ml, and the average placenta
yielded 32.44 mg. Since the bulk of fluorescence in the
immunohistological studies was due to TBM-IgG, the

TABLE I

Double-radial Diffusion of Placental Eluate Against Antisera
and Other Human Sera

Serum %Positive

Anti-IgG 100
Anti-IgA 85
Anti-IgM 10
Anti-fibrinogen 40
Other* 0

* Negative results were obtained with antisera to IgE, IgD,
C3, and C3 proactivator. Also, eluate did not precipitate,
either with or without PEG, when diffused against maternal
sera, pooled adult sera, pooled neonatal sera, or Cohn frac-
tion II. 20 eluates were tested.

IgG eluted from placenta can be assumed to have come
from TBM, and will hereafter be called "eluate-IgG."

Single-radial diffusion analysis were done in parallel
for IgG, IgA, and IgM in paired mother and baby sam-
ples with eluate prepared from the placenta of each preg-
nancy and the results are presented in Table II. These
results tend to confirm those obtained by immunofluores-
cence and Ouchterlony analysis in that IgG was the pre-
dominant Ig in eluates, small amounts of IgA were pres-
ent, and IgM was undetectable. These results suggest that
placental eluate is of maternal origin in so far as IgM
is present in cord sera and absent in eluates, and IgA is
absent from cord sera and present in eluates. This im-
pression was confirmed by Gmand Inv typing of four
mother-eluate pairs in that the same immunogenetical
markers were found in the maternal sera and in the
eluates. Another experiment in which IgG subclass deter-
mination were performed on all 20 sets of mother-baby-
eluate samplts failed to show a significant difference in
subclasses within each set (25).

SEARCHFOR IMMUNECOMPLEXESIN ELUATE

IgG prepared by DEAE-cellulose chromatography of
placental eluate was used to immunize two rabbits, and

TABLE II
Quantitative Immunoglobulins in Mother and Baby Sera

and Placental Eluates

Placental
Ig values* Mothers Babies eluates

IgG 115.60 143.10 23.60
±22.32 424.39 i28.14

IgM 141.30 13.10 0
±34.15 i4.07 0

IgA 145.90 0 3.05
i63.70 0 ±2.82

*All values in WHOunits per milliliter (mean±SEM). 20
mother, baby, and placental eluate sets studied.
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antisera from these animals were used in an immuno-
electrophoretical analysis of pooled NHS. The rabbit
anti-eluate-IgG only recognized IgG in human serum
(Fig. lb), suggesting that the IgG used for immuniza-
tion was not complexed with an antigen either recog-
nizable by the rabbits and/or not present in pooled NHS.

The solubility of immune complexes in certain concen-
trations of PEG is less than that of comparable amounts
of IgG (33, 36). The solubility of ['"I] IgG placental
eluate in PEGwas thus compared to that of radioiodi-
nated IgG prepared by DEAE-cellulose chromatography
from NHS, the same IgG treated at elution conditions,
iodinated rabbit IgG, and labeled rabbit complexes of
human IgG-anti-IgG in antigen excess.

Placental eluate-IgG, NHS-IgG, NHS-IgG treated
under elution conditions, and rabbit IgG were soluble in
7.5% PEG, whereas the radiolabeled rabbit immune
complexes were not, again suggesting that eluate-IgG
probably was not complexed with antigen.

Immunobiological studies

SEARCHFOR ANTI-HL-A ACTIVITY IN ELUATES

Eluate-IgG showed no specificity for lymphocytes,
erythrocytes, or platelets by either direct or indirect im-
munofluorescence. All eluates gave negative results when
tested for lymphocytotoxicity by using a panel of 30
normal lymphocytes. Five eluates tested for cytotoxicity
by using lymphocytes from the children's parents gave
negative results, and IgG-eluates did not block the cyto-
toxicity of anti-HL-A sera that were specific for the
parent's cells. IgG placental eluates were additionally
noncytotoxic for (a) lymphocytes from patients with
chronic lymphocytic leukemia, and (b) PHA-trans-
formed lymphocytes. A parallel experiment employed an
anti-HL-A2 serum that had been subjected to elution
conditions, and this serum showed no loss of activity
for HL-A2, suggesting that anti-HL-A activity was not

destroyed in the eluates during the elution procedure.
The eluates were further tested by the LALI assay, in
order to detect a possible lymphocyte-dependent antibody
activity. No anti-HL-A antibody could be demonstrated.
These experiments imply that placental eluate does not
have anti-HL-A specificity. This impression is further
strengthened by the observation that all 20 sets of
mother-baby-eluate samples were screened by the Euro-
transplant HL-A computerized program in the Nether-
lands for anti-HL-A antibodies by using both cytotoxic
and agglutination tests, and, although occasional weak
reactions were reported, they did not show any significant
correlations with the known HL-A antigens.

INHIBITION BY ELUATEOF VARIOUSLYMPHOCYTE
CULTURESYSTEMS

0. T. Placental eluates and IgG prepared from pla-
cental eluates effectively inhibit the blastogenic effect of
0. T. on human lymphocytes in vitro (Table III). Even
though IgG prepared from AB serum exerts a measur-
able inhibition in this system, the effect can be diluted-
out while eluate and eluate-IgG are still strongly inhibi-
tory. The mechanism of the inhibition of lymphocyte
stimulation by 0. T. with NSH-IgG is probably non-
immunological, and suggests that other nonimmunologi-
cal inhibitors of the blastogenic reaction may be found
in human sera. Indeed, several inhibitors are present in
placental eluate, because reactions obtained by stepwise
elution of pooled eluates from DEAE-cellulose using pH
8.0 phosphate buffers of molarity 0.01, 0.05, and 1.00
still contained some inhibitory activity in the 1.00 M
fraction. The nature of these later eluting eluates was
not studied, but they were thought to represent gamma-
globulins of altered charge due to acid hydrolysis during
the acid conditions of the elution procedure.

PHA. Placental eluates and IgG prepared from pla-
cental eluates effectively inhibited the mitogenic effect of
PHAon human lymphocytes in vitro, as seen in Fig. 2.

TABLE I I I
Inhibition of 0. T. Responses In Vitro

Eluate Eluate-IgG NHS-IgG

Amount cpm Inhibition Amount cpm Inhibition Amount cpm Inhibition

jAg ug Mg
70 3,911 96 75 1,923 98 55 17,302 69
35.00 6,620 93 37.50 8,371 92 27.50 42,808 23
17.50 9,775 90 18.75 14,694 95 13.75 48,988 12

8.75 17,182 82 9.37 17,328 82 6.87 46,805 16
4.37 26,618 72 4.68 31,448 67 3.43 54,041 3

These data represent results obtained from one set of experiments using placental eluate, IgG prepared from that eluate, re-
sponding lymphocytes from an unrelated donor, and NHSknown to be devoid of anti-HL-A. They are representative of 12 sets
of experiments using 12 different placental eluates and unrelated-donor lymphocytes.
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AB serum 20 %
cpm

20,000

10,000

0O

AB serum 20 % NHSIgG (250 /Lg )
in AB serum

PI IgG(250,9g)
in AB serum

FIGURE 2 Effect of NHS-IgG and placental eluate IgG
on homologous lymphocyte responses to phytohemagglutinin.
"P1 IgG" signifies IgG prepared from placental eluate by
DEAE-cellulose chromatography. "A" and "B' indicate
different lots of cells. Eluate- or NHS-IgG in culture for
entire period.

NHS IgG (250 /.LgJ
in AB serum

FIGURE 3 Effects of NHS-IgG and placental eluate IgG
on homologous lymphocyte responses in the mixed lympho-
cyte culture reaction. "PI IgG" signifies IgG prepared from
placental eluate by DEAE-cellulose chromatography. "A"
and "B" indicate different lots of cells, and "A"' or "B"
indicate stimulator cells that have been treated with mito-
mycin.

An inhibitory effect with both NHS and IgG prepared
from NHS was repeatedly observed, but this "nonspe-
cific" inhibition was several orders of magnitude less than
that caused by eluate-IgG. The spontaneous uptake of
tritiated thymidine by human blood lymphocytes in the
absence of stimulation was 592 cpm + SEMof 140. In
the presence of 125 Ag/ml of NHS-IgG the spontaneous
uptake was 574±157, and in the presence of 125 Ag of
eluate-IgG it was 155±10. This suggests that the inhibi-
tor in NHS-IgG is less effective than eluate-IgG against
unstimulated as well as stimulated lymphocytes, again
implying that the inhibitors in NHSare nonspecific.

MLC. Placental eluates and eluate-IgG effectively
inhibited the one-way MLC reaction, as seen in Fig. 3.
In this case the inhibitory effect of NHS-IgG was less
than that observed in the PHAsystem. The "nonspecific"
inhibitory effect of NHS-IgG compared to parallel con-
centrations of eluate-IgG in the two-way MLC reaction
was minimal at 125 Ag concentrations of IgG as deter-
mined by the results of a dose-response experiment
which are presented in Fig. 4.

As in the 0. T. system, fractions of eluate obtained
by stepwise elution of pooled eluates obtained from
DEAE-cellulose chromatography still contained some
inhibitory activity in the 1.00 M fraction, but inhibition
was again less in the MLC than in the 0. T. system
(viz, using 11.2 Jug of protein, 80.8% inhibition in the
0. T. system and only 21.6% inhibition in MLC). Thus
the effect of "nonspecific" serum inhibitors seems to be
less marked in MLCthan in either 0. T. or PHA. The
MLC responses of all pairs of unrelated lymphocytes
tested so far were found to be inhibited by individual
eluates, without apparent specificity.

Some studies of the mechanism of MLC inhibition by
eluate-IgG was undertaken. We were unable to inhibit
the two-way MLC reaction with either 250 Aig of heat-
aggregated IgG or with human DNA-anti-DNA immune
complexes in antigen excess prepared from a patient with
lupus erythematosis, suggesting that the inhibition by
eluate-IgG was not due to aggregate or immune-com-
plexes. F(ab')2 fragments were prepared from eluate-

inhibition

0/0 100-

80-

60-

40-

20-

O-

250 150 50 0
IgG concentration (ug/ml)

FIGURE 4 Dose-response inhibition curves of two-way MLC
with IgG from placental eluates and serum. P.E. IgG is
IgG prepared from placental eluate, and N.H. IgG is IgG
prepared from NHS.
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TABLE IV
Inhibition of MLCwith F(ab') Fragments of Eluate-IgG

One-way Two-way Back-
Material added* MLC MLC ground

cPm
Nothing 5,833 7,623 692

(5.7) (2.6) (2.0)
Serum F(ab')2 1,019 2,978 354

Nothing 4,868 5,146 595
(11.8) (8.2) (2.6)

Eluate F (ab')2 412 630 233

* 250 jug protein. Numbers in parentheses are ratios of nothing
added over respective F (ab')2 fractions.

IgG in order to see if MLCinhibition was Fc mediated,
and the results of this experiment indicated that 250 ,tg
of eluate-IgG fragments inhibited both the one-way and
the two-way MLC reactions more effectively than did
F(ab')2 prepared from NHS-IgG (Table IV). In this
experiment the inhibition of spontaneous uptake by
NHS-IgG and eluate-IgG fragments were remarkably
similar, suggesting that the inhibition of spontaneous
uptake of DNA precursors by human lymphocytes in
vitro may be due to a different mechanism than that re-
sponsible for MLCinhibition.

Finally, the binding of eluate-IgG to its target in
MLCreactions was investigated by incubating 250 ig of
NHS-IgG and eluate-IgG with lymphocytes, this was
followed by two washes in buffered physiological saline
and study of the incubated and washed cells in the MLC
reaction. The results of this experiment suggested that
the binding is not very tight, although the inhibition was
again considerably in excess of that obtained with NHS-
IgG, as seen in Fig. 5. Loose binding may account for
the negative results obtained in the immunofluorescence

cpm

12,000 lunwashed culture

8,000

4,000 -

0-
positive serum placental
control IgG IgG

washed culture

positive serum placental

control IgG IgG

FIGURE 5 Effects of washing on inhibition of MLCby pla-
cental IgG. Two-way MLC reaction. Lymphocytes incu-
bated with 250 gg IgG for 1 h at 370C and washed twice
in buffered physiological saline.

experiments using eluate and lymphocytes. Alternatively,
eluate specificity may be directed toward a lymphocyte
product, or, if there is specificity for a receptor on lym-
phocytes, the eluate-receptor complex may be released
from the cell membrane. The role, if any, of monocytes
and/or macrophages in this system has not been studied.

DISCUSSION

Immunohistological studies have shown the presence of
IgG on the TBM of all placentas we have studied, and
McCormick et al. (20) found IgG, complement, and
fibrinogen on TBMas early as the 10th wk of gestation.
The staining is probably not due to maternal proteins
trapped within placentas during delivery, because these
would wash free during perfusion or during washings
of the cryostat sections during the staining procedure.
Also, trapping would have probably involved albumin,
and we have not found positive staining for albumin.

FITC-eluate-IgG specifically stains TBM of autolo-
gous and homologous placentas. The antigen does not
seem to be basement membrane because eluate does not
stain basement membranes of the lung, thyroid, or kidney.
Eluate does not contain maternal IgG trapped during pas-
sive transit through TBMen route from mother to fetus,
because proteins that were not immunologically fixed to
TBMwould have been washed free during the extensive
PBS washings that preceed acid elution.

Characterization of eluate indicates that it is predomi-
nantly IgG, although small amounts of IgA are com-
monly found, and smaller amounts of IgM are occasion-
ally identified. The frequent occurrence of IgA suggests
that eluate is of maternal origin, and this is supported
by the presence of identical Gmtypes in paired samples
of maternal serum with placental eluates. Immune com-
plexes are thought to not be present in eluates as judged
by eluate solubility in PEG, by the observation that anti-
sera obtained from rabbits immunized with eluate-IgG
produce antisera that react only with IgG in NHS, and
by the observation that human DNA-anti-DNA com-
plexes did not inhibit MLC.

Eluate-IgG does not recognize human lymphocytes as
judged by immunofluorescence experiments. Also, none
of our eluates gave lymphocytotoxic or lymphocyto-
agglutinin reactions that could be significantly attributed
to anti-HL-A activity. Wewere additionally unable to
demonstrate lymphocytotoxic activity in five eluates for
the lymphocytes of their parents. Some of our eluates
did give cytotoxic and/or agglutination reactions, but
none of these could be attributed to any of the known
HL-A antigens. Some of these reactions may be due to
antibody to unspecified antigens on lymphocytes. None
of our eluates recognized lymphocytes from patients with
chronic lymphocytic leukemia, nor did they recognize
blast cells obtained by culture of lymphocytes with PHA.
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Our experiments show that eluate-IgG effectively in-
hibits lymphocyte responses to 0. T., PHA, and MLC
reactions. Inhibition can be brought about with relatively
small amounts of eluate-IgG, and the capacity to in-
hibit blastogenic responses of lymphocytes in vitro is
very much greater with eluate-IgG than with either
NHS or NHS-IgG. The "nonspecific" inhibitors of
blastogenic responses are diluted from solution at rela-
tively low titers, and they do not seem to exert much of
an effect below 125 gg/ml. It would seem to be most
hazardous to enter into a study of inhibitors of lympho-
cyte test systems in vitro without biochemically charac-
terizing the inhibitors as well as other possible "non-
specific" inhibitors that might be present. We accept
reports of undefined inhibitors in unfractionated serum
with considerable circumspection.

Inhibition of the MLC reaction was not specific for
parental lymphocytes, and most eluates seemed to inhibit
most lymphocytes. The inhibitory effect was partially
removed by washing the cells after incubation with elu-
ate before placing them into culture. F(ab')2 fragments
of eluate-IgG retained its capacity to quantitatively in-
hibit more effectively than similar fragments from NHS-
IgG, suggesting that the inhibition is immunological.

The inhibition of blastogenic responses of lymphocytes
by eluate-IgG does not seem to be due to anti-HL-A, but
the eluate-IgG may be directed against a non-HL-A
site such as the MLClocus (37, 38) or recognition struc-
tures (39). It is possible that the specificity for eluate-
IgG is a "trophoblast antigen" that is shared by lympho-
cytes, and that the inhibition of blastogenesis in vitro is
caused by a cross-reaction between eluate-IgG and lym-
phocytes. Evidence for cross-reacting antigens between
trophoblasts and lymphocytes in the rat has been pre-
sented by Beer, Billingham, and Yang (17). Lympho-
cyte-trophoblast cross-reactions may partially account
for the frequent occurrence of antilymphocyte activity
in postpartum sera (40).

In conclusion we suggest that the presence of IgG on
TBM is not without biological significance in the ma-

ternofetal relationship. The placenta is a lifeline for the
foetus. It is of fetal origin and is presumably endowed
with paternal as well as maternal gene products. If the
mother responds to some of these products as antigens
it is likely that she will reject the placental graft. CMI
mechanisms are generally responsible for graft rejec-
tions, and these can sometimes be effectively blocked by
blocking antibodies (41). IgG on TBM may represent
maternal blocking antibodies that protect the placenta
from maternal CMI. The antigen responsible for the
hypothesized maternal blocking antibody may be specific
for trophoblast or possibly the product of the MLCor Ir
loci on lymphocytes. The blocking characteristics of

maternal antibody could be determined by the physical
chemistry of the trophoblast or lymphocyte antigen,
analogous to the concept that antigenic density is an
important determinant for the presence of complement-
fixing antibodies (42). If this is true, it could introduce
two novel mechanisms leading to fetal wastage: (a)
some womenmay mount an aberrant response to "tropho-
blast antigen" by producing nonblocking antibodies,
analogous to the antibodies that some patients with clini-
cal allergy produce to antigens such as ragweed (43);
and (b) some trophoblasts may have a metabolic abnor-
mality that causes them to produce "trophoblast antigen"
whose physical chemistry is not appropriate to invoke
blocking antibodies in the mother. The idea of tropho-
blast-specific antigens is not new to immunobiology (3,
44, 45), but the concept of aberrant responses to these
antigens or of the production of aberrant antigens has
not been hitherto considered, and this may merit further
consideration.
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