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Abstract

Epstein-Barr virus-transformed lymphocytes generate super-
oxide in response to various agonists in an enzymatic reaction
similar to that which occurs in stimulated phagocytes. Wegen-
erated transformed B lymphoblast cell lines from controls,
from four patients with p47-phox-deficient chronic granuloma-
tous disease, and from three parents. The cells from controls
and from the parents generated 7.0-35 nmol of O° /107 cells
per 30 min in response to phorbol myristate acetate. None of
the patient cell lines generated any detectable superoxide. Both
p47-phox and p67-phox were detected by immunoblot in the
cytosol of control and parent cell lines and, as in neutrophils,
these proteins had affinity for GTP-agarose. The patients' cell
lines contained no detectable p47-phox by immunoblot. mRNA
for both cytosolic proteins was detected in all cell lines. We
generated cDNA and obtained multiple clones from two pa-
tients by polymerase chain reaction. One patient was a com-
pound heterozygote with each allele resulting in an early stop
codon. Clones derived from the other patient demonstrated only
a GTdeletion at base 75. The cDNAfor p47-phox was inserted
into an EBV-expression vector and stably transfected cell lines
were obtained using hygromycin B selection. Transfected cell
lines from a p47-phox-deficient patient generated normal lev-
els of superoxide and had readily detectable cytosolic p47-
phox. Thus, B lymphoblasts provide an excellent model system
for studies of the NADPHoxidase, for expression of functional
recombinant forms of oxidase components, and for initial exper-
imental approaches to genetic reconstitution in CGD. (J. Clin.
Invest. 1993.91:201-207.) Key words: superoxide * NADPH
oxidase * neutrophil * chronic granulomatous disease - genetics

Introduction

The phagocyte NADPHoxidase catalyzes the transfer of elec-
trons from NADPHto molecular oxygen to generate superox-
ide anion, a reaction that is vital for the host's defense against
many microorganisms (1-3). The presence of NADPHoxi-
dase activity similar to the phagocyte enzyme has been recently
described in other cell types (4-7). In particular, B lympho-
cytes transformed by EBV produce superoxide anion in re-
sponse to various agonists (5, 8-1 1 ). The NADPHoxidase is a
multicomponent enzyme that is defective in patients with
chronic granulomatous disease of childhood (CGD)' (3, 12).
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The enzyme has at least four components: two subunits of the
membrane bound cytochrome b, gp9 l-phox and p22-phox
and two cytosolic components, p47-phox and p67-phox,
which translocate to the membrane during activation of the
neutrophil ( 13). Genetic absence of any one of these four pro-
teins results in an inability to generate superoxide anion and
the CGDclinical phenotype of recurrent severe infections with
catalase positive organisms ( 14, 15).

The four known components of the oxidase have been
cloned and sequenced and the genetic defects resulting in CGD
have been described for some patients who lack these proteins.
The absence of the large subunit of the b cytochrome, gp9 1-
phox, may be the result of chromosomal deletions ( 16). In
addition, point mutations in the coding sequence may result in
a nonfunctional subunit. Some of these point mutations may
provide insight into the function of specific protein domains in
the generation of superoxide ( 17, 18). Single base deletions or
point mutations resulting in early stop codons may result in the
absence of the small subunit of the b cytochrome p22-phox as
well ( 19). A recent report describes a dinucleotide GTdeletion
at a tandem repeat in the coding region of p47-phox as the
cause of a deficiency of this protein in some patients (20);
however, other defects have not yet been reported. The genetic
basis of p67-phox deficiency remains to be elucidated.

Wehave used B lymphocyte cell lines derived from normal
individuals and from patients with CGDas a model for the
neutrophil NADPHoxidase. B cells transformed with EBV
generate superoxide in response to a number of stimuli, includ-
ing phorbol myristate acetate (PMA), calcium ionophores,
and surface immunoglobulin cross-linking agents (5, 10, 11).
The rate of superoxide generation is less than that seen in
PMNs, but the enzymatic mechanism appears to be the same.
As in PMNs, the enzyme in B cells is not inhibited by cyanide
and preferentially uses NADPHas a substrate (5). In addition,
the cytochrome b558 of the PMNNADPHoxidase has been
found in small quantities in the plasma membrane of trans-
formed B cells (6, 9), and the cytosolic components of the
oxidase are present as well (21 ). Wesought to determine if the
cytosolic components in these EBV-transformed B cells were
identical to those of the phagocyte NADPHoxidase and then
to use these B lymphoblasts to determine the molecular basis of
p47-phox deficiency and as a model system for expression of
p47-phox cDNA.

Methods

Materials. Avian myeloblastosis virus reverse transcriptase, hygromy-
cin B, and (N-[ 1-(2,3-dioleoyloxy)propyl]-N,N,N-trimethyl ammo-
nium methyl sulfate transfection reagent were obtained from Boeh-

1. Abbreviations used in this paper: CGD, chronic granulomatous dis-
ease; PCR, polymerase chain reaction.
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ringer Mannheim Biochemicals (Indianapolis, IN); cyclosporin A was
obtained from Sandoz Pharmaceuticals Corporation (East Hanover,
NJ); ferricytochrome c, SOD, and GTP-agarose were obtained from
Pharmacia LKB Biotechnology, Inc. (Piscataway, NJ); [32P]dCTP
and [35S]dATP were obtained from New England Nuclear (Boston,
MA); RNasin was obtained from Promega Corp. (Madison, WI); S&S
Nytran was obtained from Midwest Scientific (Valley Park, MO); Taq
DNApolymerase was obtained from Perkin-Elmer Cetus Instruments
(Norwalk, CT); Bluescript plasmid was obtained from Stratagene, Inc.
(La Jolla, CA); Sequenase was obtained from U. S. Biochemical Corp.
(Cleveland, OH); and PMAwas obtained from Sigma Chemical Co.
(St. Louis, MO).

EBV-transformed cell lines. Mononuclear cells were isolated from
controls, parents, and patients by centrifugation of whole blood diluted
1:1 with HBSSover an equal volume of Hypaque-Ficoll at 26°C at 500
g for 30 min. The mononuclear cells were aspirated and washed in
HBSSand then once in RPMI 1640. The cells were resuspended in
RPMI 1640 supplemented with 15% fetal bovine serum and 1 ,ug/ml
cyclosporin A at a density of 1 x 106 cells/ml. High titer EBVderived
from B95-8 cells was added to the mononuclear cells in tissue culture
medium as previously described (22). Colonies of transformed cells
appeared within 3 wk. Patient S.R. has been previously reported (23)
and patient 1 in reference 14. Patients K.S., K.K., and C.B. were found
to have a complete absence of reduction of nitroblue tetrazolium by
nitroblue tetrazolium slide test (24) and an absence of p47-phox from
the cytosol of PMNsby immunoblot.

Superoxide generation. Superoxide was measured in a discon-
tinuous assay as the SOD-inhibitable reduction of cytochrome c. Ac-
tively growing cells were counted and washed once in HBSSand 4-8
x 106 cells were resuspended in HBSS. PMAwas added to both the
reference and the sample to a final concentration of 500 ng/ml and
SODwas added to the reference tube only. The cells were incubated for
5 min at 37°C before adding 5 zd of 10 mMcytochrome c. The cells
were agitated during a 30-min incubation at 37°C and then removed
by microcentrifugation. The cytochrome c reduction was measured
using a dual-beam spectrophotometer as previously described (25, 26).

Immunoblots. The cytosolic components of the oxidase p47-phox
and p67-phox were detected using a polyclonal antiserum previously
described (27). B cells were washed, resuspended in phosphate buff-
ered saline, and treated with 2 mMdiisopropylfluorophosphate before
being disrupted by a microprobe sonicator (Ultrasonics, Inc., Plain-
view, NY). A 12,000 g supernatant was subjected to ultracentrifuga-
tion at 72,000 g for 6 min. The supernatant was loaded on 9% SDS
polyacrylamide gels as previously described. The proteins were electro-
phoretically transferred to nitrocellulose paper, blocked with 5%non-
fat dry milk in PBS, and probed with either the whole B-l antiserum
(27) or with B-l antiserum that had been immunoaffinity purified to
baculovirus expressed p47-phox and p67-phox by elution from nitro-
cellulose with 100 mMglycine pH 2.5 as previously described (28).
Specific binding of antibody was detected with '25I-labeled Staphylococ-
cal protein A or using a chemiluminescent method with horseradish
peroxidase-conjugated goat anti-rabbit antibody according to the man-
ufacturer's instructions (Amersham Corp., Arlington Heights, IL).

GTP-agarose affinity chromatography. Binding of protein to a
GTP-agarose column was performed as previously described except
that B cell cytosol was applied to the column (27).

RNAisolation and Northern analysis. Total cellular RNAwas iso-
lated from the transformed B cells by using RNAzol (Tel-test, Inc.,
Friendswood, TX). Samples of this RNAwere separated in a 1% aga-
rose/formaldehyde gel [6% formaldehyde in 3-(N-morpholino)pro-
panesulfonic acid (MOPS) and blotted to S&SNytran that was treated
with prehybridization and hybridization solutions according to manu-
facturer's instructions. Probes were radiolabeled with [32P] dCTPusing
the method of random priming as described by Feinberg and Vogel-
stein (29). Final washes after hybridization were done under highly
stringent conditions ( l x SSC, 0. 1% SDS, 60°C for 1 h). cDNAwas
generated from the total cellular RNAisolated using avian myeloblasto-

sis virus reverse transcriptase in the presence of RNasin as previously
described (30).

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) cloning, and sequencing. PCR
was performed in 50-zd aliquots under light parafin oil in a thermo-
cycler (Perkin-Elmer Cetus) in a lx buffer of 16.7 mMammonium
sulfate, 67 mMTris-HCl pH 8.0, 1.5-2.0 mMMgCl2, 10%DMSO,200
MMeach dNTP, 1 gM each primer, 10 mM2-mercaptoethanol with
1.25 U of Taq DNApolymerase per reaction with cycle times of 1 min
at 95°C, 0.5 min at 54°C, and 1 min at 72°C. The primers used for
amplification of p47-phox cDNA were WO(bases -12 to +9 in the
cDNA): 5'-TGGCCACCCAGTCATGGGGGAC-3'and C2 (bases
1,240-1,221 in the noncoding strand of the cDNA): 5'-TATAGAA-
CACGTATGTACAGGC-3'(28). The resulting 1.2-kb products were
treated with Klenow and blunt-end ligated into SmaI cut Bluescript
SK. The resulting clones were sequenced using the Ml 3 forward and
reverse universal primers and using internal primers previously used to
derive the entire p47-phox sequence (28). Sequencing was performed
using the dideoxy sequencing method. Modified T7 DNApolymerase
(Sequenase) was used with [35S]dATP (31 ). The gels were l x TBE, 8
Murea, and 6%acrylamide with between 0 and 25% formamide added
to resolve compressions.

Transfection of B lymphoblast cell lines. The cDNAencoding p47-
phox was inserted into the HindIII/BamHI sites in p636, an EBV-ex-
pression vector kindly provided by Bill Sugden, University of Wiscon-
sin. The vector contains the CMVpromoter, the SV40 polyadenylation
sequence, the EBVoriP gene, and a hygromycin B resistance gene for
selection of transfected cells (32). Cells were transfected with either the
vector alone, p636, or the vector containing the cDNA for p47-phox,
p636-47 using DOTAPtransfection reagent according to the manufac-
turer's instructions. Cells were placed in medium containing 200 Mgof
hygromycin B 48 h after transfection.

Results

B lymphoblast cell lines. Wegenerated B cell lines from five
normal individuals, from both parents of a patient (W.S. and
P.S.), from the mother of a patient (D.K.), and from four
patients with p47-phox-deficient CGD(C.B., S.R., K.S., and
K.K.). Table I shows the amount of superoxide generated in 30
min in response to 500 ng/ml of PMA. During the initial
weeks in culture, all of the cell lines produced only barely de-
tectable amounts of superoxide using either the static assay
described above or a continuous assay. After 4 to 12 wk in
culture, superoxide production reached an easily detectable
level (data not shown). The events responsible for this gradual
rise in superoxide production are not known. As has been previ-
ously demonstrated (10), there was a dose response to PMA.
The cell lines derived from the p47-phox-deficient patients
generated no superoxide even after up to 16 mo in culture.

p47-phox and p67-phox in cytosol. Immunoblots of the cy-
tosol derived from the B lymphoblast cell lines were probed
with immunoaffinity-purified B- 1 antiserum (Fig. 1). There
were prominent bands at 67 and 47 kD in the control cell lines
(DC, WM,MS, CL, KA) but the 47-kD band was absent from
the cytosol of the CGDcell lines (CB, SR, KS, and KK).

The cytosols from neutrophils, from one control cell line
(CL), and from patient cell lines SRand KS (KS not shown)
were subjected to GTP-agarose affinity chromatography. The
eluates from one such representative experiment are shown in
Fig. 2. p47-phox and p67-phox are the two major bands seen in
the immunoblot of the GTP-agarose column eluates. The
eluate fraction from the SRcell line contains no p47-phox and
slightly less p67-phox than the control cells. This diminution in
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Table I. Superoxide Generation by EBV-transformed B Cell Lines
from Controls, Parents ofp47-phox-deficient Patients,
and Patients with p47-phox Deficiency

Cell line Superoxide n

nmol of 0/J07 cells per 30 min

Controls
DC 35.0±5.0* 2
WM 10.2±1.7 3
MS 32.8±3.3 2
CL 18.2±11.3 18
KA 7.0±9.0 8

Parents
WS 22.2±3.9 4
PS 17.2±10.8 6
DK 8.6±4.3 7

Patients
CB 0 5
SR 0 5
KS 0 6
KK 0.1±0.1 4

* Mean±SE.

p67-phox is due to the elution of a portion of the p67-phox
from this cell line from the column in the eluate fraction imme-
diately preceding the fraction shown in this figure. This sug-
gests that in the absence of p47-phox, the affinity of p67-phox
for the GTP-agarose column is slightly reduced but that p67-
phox will bind to GTP-agarose independently of p47-phox.
This was a consistent finding in four such experiments.

Analysis of mRNA. Fig. 3 shows the Northern blot of the
total cellular RNAderived from the various cell lines. The blot
was initially probed with 32P-labeled p47-phox cDNA(28) and
a single band was detected at 1.4 kb from each cell line. The
blot was subsequently probed with 32P-labeled p67-phox
cDNA (33). A 2.2-kb band was detected in each lane. The
Northern was striped and reprobed with an a 32P-labeled actin
cDNA. Analysis of the Northern blot by densitometry demon-
strated that the relative amounts of p47-phox signal were not
consistently different between control and patient cell lines,
suggesting that the amount of p47-phox mRNAis not signifi-
cantly reduced in p47-phox-deficient patients. There was a
marked variation in the amount of p67-phox detected by
Northern blot among the various cell lines.

p67 - _Ul_i_ wow

p47- _P

PMN DC WM MS CL KA CB SR KS KK

Figure 1. Immunoblot of cytosol from EBV-transformed cell lines.
The cytosol from 5 x 106 cells was subjected to SDS-PAGEand
electrophoretic transfer to nitrocellulose paper. Proteins recognized
by the B-I antiserum immunoaffinity purified to p47-phox and p67-
phox were detected with '251-labeled Staphylococcal protein A. PMN,
neutrophils; DC, WM,MS, CL, and KA, control cell lines; CB, SR,
KS, and KK, p47-phox-deficient patients.

p67 - _ N^

p47

PMN CL SR

Figure 2. Immunoblot of cytosolic
proteins eluted from GTP-agarose
columns. Neutrophil cytosol (PMN),
the cytosol from the control (CL), or
p47-phox-deficient (SR) cell lines
was subjected to GTP-agarose affinity
chromatography and the eluted frac-
tion was analyzed by SDS-PAGEand
transferred to nitrocellulose. Immu-
noreactive proteins were detected as
in Fig. 1 using whole B- 1 antiserum.

Total cellular RNAwas treated with reverse transcriptase in
the presence of oligo dT to generate cDNA. This cDNA was
amplified by PCRusing p47-phox-specific primers. The prod-
ucts were blunt-ended with Klenow and cloned for sequencing.
Wederived eight clones from the SR(CGD) cell line, five from
the KS (CGD) cell line, and three from the CL (normal con-
trol) cell line. The SRclones were obtained from two separate
RNApreparations and a total of three independent PCRreac-
tions. The clones derived from the SR cell line were of two
types. The sequences of these clones are shown in Figure 4, A
and B. Five type A clones contained a GTdeletion at base 75 in
the coding sequence for p47-phox. This introduces a frame-
shift and an early stop codon at base 165. Type A clones had a
normal sequence at base 502, the site at which three type B
clones contained a Gdeletion. Type B clones were normal at
base 75. This single base 502 deletion also introduces a frame-
shift and an early stop codon at base 605. The clones derived
from KS and CL cell lines were obtained from two separate
RNApreparations. All five clones derived from KS showed a

p67 - OP:-4g

p47-':_:*

actin -edMibB*

DC WMMS CL KA CB SR KS KK
Figure 3. Northern blot of total cellular RNAderived from B lym-
phoblast cell lines. RNAfrom the same cell lines as in Fig. 1 were
subjected to agarose gel electrophoresis and transfer to Nytran, hy-
bridized to 32P-labeled cDNAs for p47-phox (1.4 kb) and p67-phox
(2.2 kb), and then subsequently to a labeled cDNAfor actin.
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PMAwhereas transfection of the vector alone had no effect. In
addition, in combination with PMNmembrane fractions, cy-
tosol from the transfected cell line (KS + p636-47) supported
superoxide production (0.7±0.2 nmol of 2/ /107 cell equiva-
lents/min) whereas the cytosol from KS did not (0.0±0.1
nmol). In this single experiment, this amount of superoxide
production was equivalent to that produced by 1.2 X 106 cell
equivalents of PMNcytosol. Fig. 5 shows an immunoblot of B
cell cytosols probed with immunoaffinity-purified antibody to
p47-phox. The cell line transfected with p636-47 expressed
readily detectable p47-phox. Thus, expression of the p47-phox
protein was associated with functional reconstitution of the
respiratory burst. This is the first reconstitution on the cellular
level of the NADPHoxidase from a CGDpatient.
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Figure 4. DNAsequence of subcloned p47-phox from a
p47-phox-deficient patient. Nucleotide sequences of clones from
control (CL) and from deficient (SR) cell lines. (A) Sequence at base
72 in the cDNA shows a GTdeletion. (B) Sequence at base 502 in
the cDNAshows a Gdeletion. The cDNAsequence is available from
EMBL/Genbank under the accession number M26193.

Discussion

Studies of the structure and function of the NADPHoxidase of
phagocytic cells have focused on the defective enzyme in pa-
tients with CGDof childhood. Four of the components of the
enzyme have been revealed using PMNsor monocytes derived
from these patients. However, progress has been hampered by a
lack of cell lines and hence of appropriate models for study of
the in situ interaction of various components of the enzyme.
Since superoxide production in response to external stimuli
has recently been reported in fibroblasts (4), mesangial cells
(7), tonsilar B lymphocytes (9), and in lymphocytes immorta-
lized by EBV (5, 6, 10) and since some of the membrane com-
ponents of the phagocyte NADPHoxidase have been found to
be present in these cells (4, 9), we postulated that the cytosolic
components of the enzyme might be present as well. In addi-
tion, transformed B lymphoblasts demonstrate enhanced ex-
pression of surface adhesion molecules such as CD2, CD48,
and LFA-3 as well as expression of the granulocyte-specificfgr
oncogene (34-36). Therefore, these B lymphoblasts have a

GTdeletion at base 75 and normal sequence at base 502. All
five of the clones derived from the control cell line had normal
sequence at both sites.

Expression of p47-phox in a deficient cell line. Table II
shows the amount of superoxide generated by the KS cell line
before transfection; after transfection with the vector alone, KS
+ p636; and after transfection with the p47-phox cDNA, KS
+ p636-47. Transfection with p47-phox fully reconstituted the
ability of whole cells to generate superoxide in response to

w

p47 -

Table II. Superoxide Generation by the KS Cell Line Transfected
with Vector Alone (p636) or Vector Containing the DNA

for p47-phox (p636-4 7)

Cell line Superoxide n

nmol of O/10' cells per 30 min

KS 0.3±0.2* 5
KS + p636 0.4±0.2 5
KS + p636-47 35±13 5

* Mean±SE.

PMN CL DK KS KS
p636 p636-47

SR

Figure 5. Immunoblot of cytosol from control and transfected cell
lines. The cytosol from 10 x 106 cells was analyzed as in Fig. 1. Pro-
teins recognized by the B-1 antiserum immunoaffinity purified to
p47-phox were detected by chemiluminescence. PMN, neutrophils;
CL, control cell line; DK, parent of a p47-phox-deficient patient; KS
p636, p47-phox-deficient patient cell line KS transfected with the
vector alone; KSp636-47, KS cell line transfected with the vector
containing the cDNA for p47-phox; SR, nontransfected deficient cell
line.
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number of characteristics in common with the differentiated
granulocyte.

Wegenerated 12 cell lines from patients and controls. The
cell lines derived from the five controls and the parents of two
patients with autosomal p47-phox-deficient CGDall gener-
ated superoxide in response to PMA. The cell lines derived
from the patients with CGDlacked p47-phox and failed to
generate any detectable superoxide. In addition, the p47-phox
and p67-phox derived from these B cell lines bound to GTP-
agarose and are functional in a cell-free system (unpublished
data and reference 21 ). Thus, the p47-phox and p67-phox de-
rived from B cell lines are functionally and immunochemically
identical to the cytosolic components of the PMNNADPH
oxidase.

The affinity of these two proteins for GTP-agarose has not
been explained by their predicted amino acid sequence. p47-
phox contains only a partial sequence consistent with a nucleo-
tide-binding domain (28) and p67-phox contains no elements
characteristically found in nucleotide-binding proteins (33).
In addition, recombinant p67-phox reportedly does not bind to
GTP-agarose (37). It is therefore intriguing that even in the
absence of p47-phox (p47-phox-deficient B cell cytosol), p67-
phox does bind to GTP-agarose, albeit with less avidity (Fig.
2). One possible explanation is that an unidentified protein
that is present in the cytosol of PMNsand transformed B lym-
phocytes mediates some portion of the GTPbinding of p67-
phox. There are additional cytosolic components ofthe respira-
tory burst oxidase that are not yet well characterized (38). A
possible candidate for such a role in mediating nucleotide bind-
ing would be the 32-kD NADPH-binding component of the
oxidase (39). This protein is cytosolic, translocates to the
membrane of PMNsunder the same conditions that result in
p47-phox and p67-phox translocation (13), and binds to
NADPH. Other proteins that could potentially mediate bind-
ing of a complex to GTP-agarose are the small molecular
weight Gproteins, which appear to be important contributors
to oxidase activation (40-44).

The B cell lines provided adequate mRNAfor both p47-
phox and p67-phox for Northern analysis (Fig. 3) and for PCR
amplification of cDNA. Analysis of this amplified cDNA re-
vealed one of our patients (S.R.) to be a compound heterozy-
gote, each allele resulting in a frame shift and an early stop
codon. The other patient (K.S.) is likely homozygous for the
GTdeletion at base 75 since all clones derived from this patient
have this sequence. Alternatively, K.S. could have a different
abnormality that was either not represented in the clones we
obtained or that resulted in a lack of mRNAproduction by one
allele; this latter possibility is, however, not supported by the
Northern blot, which shows a normal amount of p47-phox
mRNAfor K.S. compared with the other cell lines. The cDNA
sequences for the other two patients (K.K. and C.B.) have not
yet been evaluated.

The GTdeletion at base 75 in the coding sequence for p47-
phox in S.R. and K.S. has been reported in a few other p47-
phox-deficient patients as well (20). Single or dinucleotide
deletions as a cause of a genetic disease commonly occur at
sites of repetitive sequences (45). The GT deletion in p47-
phox occurs within the sequence TATGTGTA(bases 70-78).
A similar GTdeletion has been reported in the hypoxanthine
ribosyltransferase gene within the sequence TGTGTGresult-
ing in Lesch-Nyhan syndrome (46). Deletions of other dinucle-

otides at repeats have also been reported (for review see refer-
ence 45). Such deletions are possibly secondary to mismatch-
ing of template and primer (slippage) during DNAelongation.
Other factors such as inverted repeats in flanking sequences or
DNApolymerase arrest sites may contribute to the occurrence
of such deletions as well (45, 47, 48). And, in fact, in addition
to the dinucleotide repeats in p47-phox at bases 70-78, there is
also a set of inverted repeats. In the sequence flanking the dele-
tion,bases59-88(CCAGCCAGCACTATGTgtACATGTT
CCTGG), the underlined CCAGsare the inverted repeat of the
underlined CTGG. Base pairing of the second CCAGwith the
CTGGcould form the base of a hairpin loop in which 9 of 12
bp in this region hydrogen bond to form a stem that excludes
the lower-case gt at the end of the loop (the lower-case gt repre-
sents the deletion). The formation of such hairpin loop struc-
tures is thought to contribute to deletions of segments greater
than 1 bp and can mediate deletions in vitro (47). Based on the
presence of this deletion in our two patients and in the previ-
ously reported cases (20), this is the most commonabnormal-
ity resulting in p47-phox deficiency. As demonstrated by pa-
tient S.R., however, there are other underlying genetic abnor-
malities that result in p47-phox deficiency, although no other
abnormalities in the gene for p47-phox have been previously
reported.

The single base deletion at base 502 in the coding sequence
of p47-phox in S.R. is of interest considering the models for
gene deletions that have been proposed (45, 47, 48). The de-
leted G also lies in a region of repetitive sequence. The se-
quence from base 494 to 509 is CCGACTACgAGAAGAC,
which demonstrates both GA repeats and a repeat of the se-
quence CGA. In addition, the sequence AGAAGis almost
identical to the known DNApolymerase a arrest site AGGAG
and to the deletion hotspot TGAAGA(45) (AGAAGAin p47-
phox). The trinucleotide sequences ACGand GAGhave been
reported to be potential DNApolymerase a arrest sites also
(49). Arrest sites for DNApolymerase a may contribute to the
occurrence of base deletions by causing dissociation of the poly-
merase, thus allowing slippage of one strand on the other dur-
ing DNAreplication (45). As with the GTdeletion at base 75,
the sequence surrounding the Gdeletion at base 502 provides
repetitive sequence elements as well as other characteristics
that may contribute to the presence of a deletion at this site.

B lymphoblast cell lines from patients with some genetic
diseases may serve as model systems for study. Hibbs et al. (34)
restored LFA- 1 expression and function in cell lines derived
from CD18-deficient patients by transfection of the integrin B
subunit into these deficient EBV-transformed cells using a vec-
tor that replicates in EBV-transformed cells as an episome. We
used a similar EBV-based vector to transfect the p47-phox-de-
ficient cells from a CGDpatient with the p47-phox cDNA. The
transfected cell line produced approximately the same amount
of superoxide in response to PMAas was produced by the
control cell lines in spite of the fact that significantly less p47-
phox was present in the cytosol of the transfected cell line.
Thus, expression of p47-phox in a deficient cell line completely
reconstituted the respiratory burst in these cells.

CGDof childhood is fortunately a rare disease but patients
with this disease have provided investigators with incisive ex-
perimental approaches in the evaluation of the NADPHoxi-
dase. Research on the NADPHoxidase can be advanced in
three major directions based on these results. First, as we and
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others (20, 21 ) have demonstrated, EBV-transformed lympho-
blasts from patients and controls can serve as a source of func-
tional protein and of mRNA.Thus, these cells allow for further
evaluation of the genetic abnormalities underlying this disease.
Second, since a complete analysis of structure-function rela-
tionships of the components of the NADPHoxidase and de-
tailed studies of the activation of the enzyme require a whole-
cell system, cell lines from these patients will serve as a model
system for study of the intermolecular interactions and func-
tion of the components of the NADPHoxidase. For example,
transfection of mutated forms of p47-phox into deficient B
cells should permit experimental definition of the domains of
p47-phox responsible for such events as stimulus-dependent
translocation to the plasma membrane. Third, these studies
begin to establish a technical and conceptual framework for in
vivo genetic reconstitution of the respiratory burst oxidase in
patients with CGDof childhood. Although our studies to date
have dealt with p47-phox-deficient CGD, similar approaches
to molecular reconstitution of other forms of CGDmay be
possible in the future.
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